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“Through the Grace of God We
Are Worshiping, Sharing,
Growing”
Christmas Eve

Christmas Worship
Schedule 2020
Blue Christmas Wednesday Chat
December 16, 2020
Christmas is a hard time for many, the
celebration tarnished by fond memories past and
hopes unrealized. In our mourning, we focus on
“the empty chair.” In the face of life’s challenges,
“Joy to the World” rings hollow. Join Pastor Brian
on Facebook for a Wednesday chat that honors
those facing a “Blue Christmas” this year.

December 24, 2020 at 6:00 pm
To gather safely in the church would require
making reservations, keeping our neighbors out, and
sanitizing the sanctuary thoroughly between
services. Therefore we will return to online
worship on Christmas Eve. We hope to recruit a
small choir to sing the familiar songs (you can sing
along at home) and we have special music planned.
We will find a way to “pass the light” and sing
Silent Night and we would invite you at home also
to turn out your lights and light candles as we
welcome that Light into our lives. Join us on
Facebook for this special night.

Mini-Christmas December 20, 2020
We hear you. We want to celebrate
Christmas safely with you. Everyone wishes the
pandemic would leave us alone to celebrate the
holiday, but the hospitalization and death numbers
are rising and the worship committee and council
are unwilling to crowd people together and spread
more than candlelight from one to another. Yes,
other churches will gather and that is their choice.
Our choice is to offer an alternative:
Mini-Christmas 2020—at 9:00 am on
December 20 we will hear the story and sing the
songs of Christmas. Yes, we will still require
everyone to wear a mask and spread out in the
sanctuary but, after we light the final Advent
Candle, we will cut loose with the joyous tidings of
Christmas a few days early. Join us in-person or by
Facebook or radio. We will receive Holy
Communion as we are ushered out.

Olive Wood Carvings from Bethlehem
The situation in Bethlehem for the Olivewood
carvers is an even more dire because of Covid. You can
help by purchasing handmade creations as a gift for
family or friends. Some are on display in the back of the
church and others can be ordered in time for Christmas.
Talk with LeAnn (450-1385) for more information or
purchase. Money is sent directly to the carvers in
Bethlehem. Checks payable to “The Olivewood Project.”
“

From the Pastor’s Desk
Generosity in Scarcity
One would think that it would be easier to
be generous when you have plenty, when you
have more than you need. But the truth is that
those who do have more seldom give more.
Rather again and again we see that the most
generous people are those who have little to
spare—yet they share anyway. The middle and
working classes give a much higher percentage of
what they earn to church and to charity and to the
needs of their neighbor. Those who are wealthier
may give larger amounts, but they give a smaller
percentage than poorer people do.
I write this article on Monday, November
30, the day before “Giving Tuesday.” I have been
reminded by my college, my seminary, ELCA
World Hunger, Bible Camps and other ministries I
have supported that this is another opportunity to
give. The problem this year—in a time of
pandemic—is that everyone needs my money.
Bible Camps did not open in 2020 so had no
camper income but had expenses. Organizations
we count on in times of crisis—LSS, Lutheran
Disaster Response, food pantries and ministerial
associations—had greater demand but serve those
who cannot afford to support them, so budgets are
lean. Seminaries and universities and trade
schools all had challenges and unusual expenses
as they functioned this year. The hungry and
homeless throughout the world in 2020 were often
also affected by Covid-19 and many lacked the
medicines or equipment to keep them alive.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church has also
been affected by reduced giving when people are
hurting and anxious about the future.
So what do we do when everyone needs
our money? We give as generously as we can and
we choose what to support. The council gave
permission this month to collect a Harvestfest
offering—as we usually do—and divide it
between several missions—25% each to (local)
Ministerial Association, to (state) Lutherans
Outdoors camps, to (global) ELCA World Hunger,
and to Our Savior’s Operating Funds. Our
Endowment Committee voted to give $2000 to
this offering.
I invite you to give as generously as you
can in December—in scarcity or abundance—to
this Harvestfest Offering, to your favorite charities
or non-profits, and to Our Savior’s Church. We
can give only what God has given us—let us do so
out of gratitude.
Pastor Brian
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Call to order – Karmen Weinzirl
Devotions and Prayer
Approved minutes from meetings in
September and October
Accepted Treasurer’s report from
September and October
Treasurer applied for additional grant
money—will not know if we get it until
year end
Pastor’s report included a funeral, a
wedding and two a baptisms
With increasing Covid cases and deaths,
we continue to require masks and
distancing for all worship and events at
the church.
Council supported Worship committee
recommendation to hold Christmas Eve
worship only online since alternatives
are too dangerous and too complicated
Children and youth activities, FINK, LYO
and Circles on hold—council will revisit
this in the new year
The person we thought may serve as
our intern has dropped out of the
program; we still hope to have an intern
in 2021.
Yearend staff reviews and compensation
to be completed
Continued poor radio reception is likely
due to a need for greater internet
bandwidth so will contact Midcontinent.
Nominating and Auditing Committees
will soon be activated.
Returning to familiar sung liturgy in
worship.
Fellowship Hall and entry carpet was
cleaned
W/ELCA – Thankoffering collected in
November
Food collected for pantry this month
We will invite people to give a
Harvestfest offering to support causes
local and state and global—the Redfield
Area Ministerial Association, Lutherans
Outdoors Bible Camps, ELCA World
Hunger and our OSL operating fund.
Next meeting is Sunday, December 20
at 5:30 pm

LUTHERAN YOUTH ORGANIZATION
National Youth Gathering scheduled for
the summer of 2021 is now postponed to 2022 in
Minneapolis. The following one will be in 2024,
only two years later. We have contacted each
family with young people presently in grades 711 who will be eligible to go in 2022. Please let
Tonya Odland or Pastor Brian know if your youth
are planning to go or not, so we can begin to
make our plans.

Children's Ministry
Youth and Children: The church council
renewed its commitment to review options
regarding our children and youth for WOW,
FINK and LYO in early 2021 to see what is
possible and safe. Until then we encourage
families to worship with us, to view the pastor’s
chats, to practice in-home prayer and Bible
reading. Each child has a Bible story book or
Bible that you can use for spiritual growth as a
family. If you need additional resources, contact
Pastor Brian.

Blood Drives
In a time when people are sick and blood
is in demand, our building was used to safely host
four blood drives this year—ours in May and
November, the KC drive in July and the
Ambulance drive in September. The next drive
we host is the KC Blood Drive on January 25,
2021. Our large fellowship hall allows them to
spread people out and keep them safe from
Covid-spread.

FIXING OUR ELW WORSHIP BOOKS
While they are piled up in the back of the
Sanctuary, we took time to look through the red
books and realized that 60-70% of them have
broken bindings.
As lone as we are not using the books,
now is a good time to fix them. We have someone
who can teach us how – we now need a group of
volunteers willing to learn how and help with this
project.
If you would like to help – or have a
group of friends who would like to tackle this
project, contact Pastor Brian or the church office.
4505101 or 472-2640.

Covid-19 Update
Vaccines: We have hope on the horizon with
vaccines that may be available soon. Thanks be
to God for the scientific advancement that makes
this possible. Hopefully, we will find a way to
get the vaccine distributed quickly and efficiently
to those who need it most and then to all of us.
In the meantime: With over 12.6 million cases
reported and over 260,000 deaths, and with South
Dakota listed as one of the hot spots for Covid19, we mourn the loss of those who have died and
pray for those who catch this disease. We are
grateful that for some the symptoms are mild, but
for others we are aware that our critical care
hospitals have filled up and the medical workers
are getting sick so they cannot help others. It is
still a risky time especially for the elderly and
those with health issues. Help to keep them safe.
At our church: We have members and friends
who have caught this virus and we continue to do
what we can to keep people safe. The church
council renewed our commitment to using masks
and separating people to slow the spread of the
disease—so for all gatherings in our church--for
funerals, baptisms, weddings, worship or coffee
parties and blood drives—we are subject to these
guidelines. The council approved the
recommendation of the worship committee to
have no in-person Christmas Eve worship. The
committee weighed various options but decided it
is too risky to gather in our traditional way so we
will instead offer Facebook worship complete.
For those who want an in-person Christmas
celebration, we will offer that at our Sunday
worship on December 20.
If the Pastor gets sick: We will shut down the
building most days so no one will be in contact
with the pastor. We will not have in-person
worship—only Pastor Brian and someone to run
the sound will be in the sanctuary. If our Pastor
gets too sick to lead worship, we will find
volunteers to lead worship and preach and we
will hope other pastors were available to do
weddings and funerals.
Those around us have shut down the senior
center, the funeral home for worship, and
continue to restrict access to nursing homes and
assisted living centers. We pray for those
affected and for the employees we count on to
care for those most vulnerable.

Endowment Fund
The Endowment Committee met and awarded the
following grants:
1) $2000 for the Harvestfest Offering—which
will be divided equally between Redfield
Area Ministerial Association, Lutheran
Outdoors Camps, ELCA World Hunger
Appeal and Our Savior’s Church Operating
Fund.
2) $400 to the OSL Internship Fund; and
3) $1000 to the 2022 National Youth
Gathering Fund.
Each grant is intended to expand the mission and
ministry of Our Savior’s.

INTERNSHIP PLANS
Since our vote on October 25 to become
an internship site, some things have changed.
The person we thought may come to be our
intern on January 1 has changed plans so she
will not be coming. We are in conversation with
Pastor Renee in the Synod Office and the
internship person at Luther Seminary and are
still hopeful that an intern will be assigned to
OSL sometime during the year.
The other change is that the intern who
comes may need housing in our community so
we may need to find adequate housing for her
or him and maybe a couple or a family.

Salvation Army Bell-Ringing
Because of the uncertainty about being
out in public in the pandemic season, the
Ministerial Association decided not to have
sign-up sheets for ringing the bell this year but
welcome anyone who has time and wishes to
ring the bell, to do so in the holiday season. The
money is collected by the Salvation Army but it
comes back to our town to serve those in our
area.
The familiar kettle and bell are located
by the shopping carts at Redfield Food Center.
All you do is pick up the bell and smile – ring it
and the people know how to respond. Thanks
for your help and donations.

Harvestfest Offering
This has been a rough year for many of
the ministries of our community, our state, and
our world and this struggle is compounded by a
shortage of funds to support them. Normally,
we collect special offerings during Lent and
Easter as well as at Thanksgiving and Christmas
Time. But with cutting Lenten worship short
and limiting gatherings throughout the year, we
have not supported many of these ministries as
we have in years past.
We cannot expect to catch up in one
offering, but the council has approved a
Harvestfest Offering to give us the opportunity
to support some of them. We have chosen three
special ministries – local, state and global and
will take this offering on December 6 and 13 (or
bring or send to the church office by December
15). The offering will then be divided (25%
each) between the Redfield Area Ministerial
Assn, the Lutherans Outdoors Bible Camps in
South Dakota, the ELCA World Hunger Fund,
and Our Savior’s Operating Fund.

FOOD PANTRY REPORT
We collected food for our Good
Samaritan Center and you responded as you
always do – filling several tables with food.
Unfortunately, Covid has affected the Center
too so it is presently closed. We will deliver the
food when they open to the public again. In the
mean time you can continue to bring nonperishable food items and other supplies to the
church.

December
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

1 pm – Pastor’s Text
Study

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

11

12

18

19

7:30 am – Bible Study
10 am – Dean Chat
6 pm – Pastor’s Chat

6

7

9 am – Worship, In person,
Facebook & Radio

13

1 pm – Pastor’s Text
Study

14

9 am – Worship, In person,
Facebook & Radio

20

8
15
1 pm – Pastor’s Text
Study

21

9 am – Worship, In person,
Facebook & Radio
5:30 PM – Church Council

22
1 pm – Pastor’s Text
Study

9
6 pm – Pastor’s Chat

16
6 pm – Pastor’s Chat

23
6 pm – Pastor’s Chat

10
7:30 am – Bible Study
10 am – Dean Chat

17
7:30 am – Bible Study
10 am – Dean Chat
11 am – Conference
meeting

24
Christmas Eve

12 pm - RAMA

25

26

Christmas Day
Office Closed
Pastor’s vacation

27
9 am – Worship, In person,
Facebook & Radio
Pastor’s vacation

28

29

30

31
New Year’s Eve

2020

1
2

Doug Dangel
Ella Wellnitz

21

3

4

5
6
7

John Spotanske
Claire Masat
Rollie Betten
Sandy Binger
Eileen Crawford
Robert & Michelle Schmitt
Loyal Schmidt
Noelle Swanson
Vince & Ellen Kay Marshall

8
9

10
11
12
13
14

Sue Schelske
Mary O’Donnell
Dale Stellmacher
Gail O’Donnell
Danielle Brandner
Deb Curtis
Lisa Lewis
Brady Jordan
Kayla Jordan

15

16
17

Ryan Maunders
Tim & Sheila Odland
Dale & Leanna Stellmacher

18

19
20

Carl Sante
Nick Schultz
Pam Schmidt

22

Wes Swanson
Christian Lewis
Jeff Bankston
Autumn Rose
Nick Abbas
Brook Stephens

23
24
25

26

27
28
29
30

31

Casey Bullough
Braxon Maher
Roger & Lois Masat
Jim & Verna Ellenson
Todd Harty
Melissa Storley
Linda Schroeder
Brenda Hansen
Ashley Masat
Emily White
Clae Hoots
Tam Kolar

Please notify the office if there are errors
or omissions on the list above so we can
correct our records.

November 2020 Statistics
Baptisms: Hoytt Robert Curtis,
Layton John William Roach
Deaths: Cecil Yungwirth, Marty Forgey
There were no baptisms, marriages,
transfers in or transfers out.

Memorial Gifts Received
Pew Fund –
In memory of Gertie Hahler from Vonnie Richter
In memory of Russ Hansen from Joshua & Karen Hansen
In memory of Marty Forgey from Dick & Eileen Crawford
In memory of Cecil Yungwirth from Dick & Eileen
Crawford
Undesignated In memory of Gertie Hahler from Bob & Marlene Brugger,
Clark & Diane Roeber, Doug & Diane Dangel, Sandra
Blume, Clark & Rosa Davis, Ruth Jessen
In memory of Cecil Yungwirth from Francelle Fuss, Alan
& Diann Steinheuser, Henry & Diane Dunkel, Clark &
Rosa Davis
In memory of Marty Forgey from Francelle Fuss, Henry &
Diane Dunkel
In memory of Robert Fuss from Sandra Blume
In memory of Irene Davis from Sandra Blume
Approved Memorial wish list includes:
 Cameroon Roofs
 ELW hymnals
 Endowment Fund
 Library Fund
 Technology Equipment
 Radio Broadcast Sponsors
 Tables of various sizes
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship – 9:00 am
Our Sunday worship service is also
broadcast live on radio station
KNBZ, 97.7 FM, at 9:00 am.
Wednesday
WOW Kid’s Classes (3 yr-7th) – 4:40 pm
WOW Supper – 5:15 pm
WOW Worship – 6 pm
FINK – 6:35 pm
Church Office Hours:
Tuesday – Friday: 9 am – 3 pm
Church Office – 472-2640
Parsonage – 472-2214
Pastor Brian Cell – 450-5101
pastor.oslredfield@gmail.com
secretary.osl@midconetwork.com
web site: www.oslredfieldsd.com
Our Savior’s Lutheran Staff
Brian Wasmoen, Pastor
Thordys Blume, Secretary
Della Osborn, Custodian
Lisa Lewis, Treasurer

Our Radio Broadcast has been of poor
quality in the past months and we have heard
your complaints. After conversations with
those at the radio station and our internet
provider, and several equipment upgrades, we
have decided that the problem likely has to do
with using the same lines to transmit both our
radio and our Facebook signals. We contacted
the internet provider to increase our bandwidth
and we hope that will fix our radio broadcast
quality beginning in December.

Cameras and Facebook: Since we have
been broadcasting on Facebook, we have been
using the cameras in our cellphones. We hope
to improve our Facebook quality also as we
begin to use real video cameras soon.

“Through the grace of God we are
worshiping, sharing, growing.”

CONTRIBUTION SUMMARY –
Weekly Offerings – November 2020
Operating - $ 8,275.00
Harvestfest - $ 225.00
Sanctuary - $ 500.00
World Hunger - $ 70.00
VANCO – October 2020
Operating - $ 1,330.00
Disaster Relief - $ 10.00
Evangelism - $ 10.00
Sanctuary - $ 20.00
World Hunger - $ 10.00

