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December 2025

“Through the Grace of God We
Are Worshiping, Sharing,
and Growing”

HOLIDAY SERVICES

The season of Advent began Sunday,
November 30, and continues for three
Sundays in December. This is in preparation
for celebrating the birth of Jesus, our Savior.
Many activities will be held to get ready for
the celebration of his coming to earth. The
WOW students will present their Christmas
program twice, Wednesday, December 10",
at 6 pm and on Sunday morning, December
14", following the 9 am worship service.
The Wednesday evening service will be
followed by a dinner for the worshiping
congregation.

Sunday, December 14™, the RAAC
will present the cantata — “Hope Has
Dawned, Noel” at 4 pm in the Redfield High
School Auditorium. The Cantata will be
followed by a light supper. Offering will be
received.

December 24 we will gather at 5 pm
for Christmas Eve worship. This service will
include Special Music, Holy Communion
and Candle Lighting as we come together to
celebrate God’s gift of his Son, Jesus.

During this time there are many
opportunities to serve others by volunteering
to help with worship, fill the grocery cart for

Looking for good gifts this year?

Shop ELCA Good Gifts and choose
from more than 60 unique gifts that
represent real projects supported by ELCA
ministries. When you give in honor of
friends and family this Christmas, they’ll get
a card (mailed or emailed — you choose!),
and you’ll get the joy that comes with
making the world a better place.

Generosity through ELCA Good Gifts
makes a tremendous impact, transforming
lives in Jesus’ name around the world —
one goat, microloan or backpack full of
food at a time.

There are several copies of the catalog
on the shelf in front of the sound system if
you would like to check what is available.
To shop go to: ELCA Good Gifts @elca.org

If you wish to share a
poinsettia or other flowers for
the Christmas Eve service,
they should be at the church
on Tuesday, the 23. If you
want it listed in the bulletin
that information needs to be in
the office on Sunday,
December 21.



https://give.elca.org/s/4259809/BXSWoBYe

From the Pastor’s Desk

| love the look of newly fallen
snow. The world is washed fresh and
clean. The world seems to sparkle with
possibility, the earth hibernating, snug
under the snow. It is particularly
enjoyable when viewed from the other
side of the window and one has
nowhere pressing to go. Give me a
cozy throw, a hot mug of tea, and a
book, and | am set for my idea of a
perfect day.

Of course, the reality of dealing
with snow is not as pretty as it looks.
There’s shoveling, and plowing, and
salting, and frozen extremities. There’s
trying not to slip on ice, and defrosting
the car, and weighing if you really need
to make that trip today. It really is much
prettier from the other side of the
window.

| have to wonder how much that
is true for our lives as well. We see the
twinkling lights on others’ houses. We
see the cute pictures on Facebook
where entire families are decked out in
matching holiday pajamas, grinning
from ear to ear. We hear about
someone’s successful yield, new truck,
or promotion at work. We hear less
about someone feeling stuck and
undervalued at work, the minor fight
somebody had with their spouse last
night, the car engine that seems a little
off, or the bills that are giving them
ulcers.

We see the pretty and sometimes
photoshopped version of the lives of
everyone around us. We don’t know all
of them well enough to see their
struggles and challenges equally
clearly. It can be easy to feel like
perhaps we're not doing as well, as
though all the bad luck is ours, and to

note everything we don’t have and
every way we fall short.

We don’t always know what'’s
under the snow or under the surface of
people’s lives. Let’s just say that a
fresh surface can cover a lot of puppy
business and we know exactly what’s
really in our yard, but not in the yards
of all our acquaintances. Comparing
our reality to surface of others does
nobody any favors. The truth is that we
all have a bit of a mess one way or
another and putting a good face on it
doesn’t change the reality.

It's the same when it comes to
sin. We all have messy bits and ways
we fall short, even if we find it all too
easy to see in some and hard to see in
others. The only covering that changes
what’s underneath is the blood of
Christ, shed for us for the forgiveness
sins, that washes away our sins, even
the old and stubborn ones that we
could never do anything about on our
own. This winter when we see a
covering of fresh fallen snow let us give
thanks for the way that Christ covers
us. Pastor Joy

OSL Church Council Summary

OSL Church Council met November
2nd following worship. Council minutes
from August and September were
approved. The October financial report was
accepted.

Joseph reviewed the Sunday worship
time survey. The majority of the
respondents favored leaving Sunday
worship at 9:00 am.

Committee reports were given
highlighting the November blood drive, the
youth Christmas program and other youth
activities.

The next council meeting is scheduled
for Wednesday, December 17 at 5:15 pm,



Children’s Ministries

Over the last month our WOW
students have finished learning the events
leading up to Jesus's birth. They have also
been preparing for the Christmas program,
which will be held on Wednesday,
December 10th and Sunday, December
14th,

Please join us on Wednesday,
December 10th at 6:00 PM for a
Christmas Celebration with our
Congregation. Our WOW children will
start the evening with the Christmas
program and then host a meal
after. Everyone invited.

Sunday, December 14th will be our
second showing of the Christmas program
after the 9:00 AM church service.

If your child has a speaking part in
the program, please have them at the
church on December 3rd at 4:30 PM.

Regular 5:00 PM timeline for all other
children. Please be watching for further
updates.

No WOW: December 17th, 24th,
31st, or January 7th. Morgan Piehl

Spiritual & Financial

As we near the end of another year
several reminders. Those that need a paper
copy of their giving for 2025 for tax
purposes, let the office know. At the close
of 2025 we will prepare this summary.

All offerings that you wish to have
posted for 2025 need to be in the office
before December 30 for deposit.

We will have the envelopes for
2026 ready for pick up later this month. If
you do not currently use an offering
envelope and would like one, let the office
know. Also if you prefer to make your
offering with a check and not have the
envelope, let the office know.

YOUTH

The LYO youth have had a busy
November, and December is already here.
At our last meeting we put together a
goody bag for all W.O.W. kids in grades
Preschool through 6th grade. The bag
included a faith-based ornament and a
treat. Youth will help pass these out the
Wednesday night after the Christmas
program. We called our November event
Friendsgiving and had our youth invite a
friend. We had a meal for the youth and
played Thanksgiving themed Scategories
and Family Feud. Many laughs were had
by all, and | was quite impressed by how
many things they came up with.,

| have had a few people reach out to
me with ways our Youth can help.
December is a busy month with winter
sports starting and the holiday season. |
have talked with a few high school kids
about helping haul garbage for the
museum, and the hospital has reached out
to make more tie blankets. If anyone has a
project in mind, please reach out to me.
We have a great group of youth!! Wishing
you all the Joy and Wonder of
Christmas!! Amanda Evans

HELP NEEDED

We are continuing to upgrade our
membership records. We have many
people that have moved from this area and
are still on our membership list with no
request for a transfer. If you have a family
member that has joined a congregation
where they now live, ask them to contact
the office and we will forward their
information to their new congregation.
You can also give us their mailing address
and we can contact them directly.



December

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Regular Sunday Schedule
9 am — Worship, Communion
10 am — Fellowship

Additions listed weekly

2

1 pm — Pastor’s
Text Study

3

5:00 pm — Classes
6:00 pm — Worship
6-7:30 — Confirmation
Worship & Class

4

7:30 am — Bible Study

v

6 pm — Cantata practice

9

1 pm — Pastor’s
Text Study

10

6:00 pm - WOW
Christmas Program

11

7:30 am — Bible Study
1:30 pm - Love
Circle

12

13

14

10:15 am -WOW Christmas
program
4:00 pm - Cantata

15

16

1 pm — Pastor’s
Text Study

17

No WOW Classes or
Confirmation
6 pm — Worship

18

7:30 am — Bible Study
2 pm — Faithful
Readers

19

11:30am - RAMA

20

21

Deacons deliver Communion
Nursing Home Worship

2:15 pm - Avantara

3:00 pm — Eastern Star

22

23

1 pm — Pastor’s
Text Study

24

5 pm — Christmas Eve
Worship

25

Christmas Day

Pastor Joy on

26

Office Closed

27

Christmas Break

v

28

Pastor Joy on Christmas Break

29

30

31

No Wednesday
Activities

New Years Day
Office Closed

v
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December 2025

Doug Dangel

John Spotanske

Rollie Betten

Sandy Binger

Eileen Crawford

Robert & Michelle Schmitt
Loyal Schmidt

Noelle Swanson

Vince & Ellen Kay Marshall

Mary O’Donnell
Dale Stellmacher
Gail O’'Donnell
Danielle Brandner
Deb Curtis

Lisa Lewis

Karver Swanson
Dale & Leanna Stellmacher

Nick Schultz
Pam Schmidt
Wes Swanson
Christian Lewis
Jeff Bankston
Autumn Rose

22 Nick Abbas
Brook Stephens

23

24  Casey Ann Lewis
25

26 Dex Swanson

Casey Zens
Braxon Maher
Roger & Lois Masat

27

28 Todd Harty

29 Linda Schroeder

30 Brenda Hansen
Ashley Masat
Emily White
Clae Hoots

31 Tam Kolar

Please notify the office if there are errors
or omissions on the list above so we can
correct our records.

Memorial Gifts Received

Undesignated -
In memory of

Approved Memorial wish list includes:

VVVYVY

ELW hymnals
Endowment Fund

Library Fund

Radio Broadcast Sponsors
Technology

Undesignated

November 2025 Statistics

There were no baptisms, deaths,
marriages, transfers out or transfers in.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

“Through the grace of God we are
worshipping, sharing, growing.”

THANK YOU:
Thank you to those that completed the
Sunday worship survey. Your input will be
used to improve our Sunday service. Sunday
worship time will remain at 9AM. —

Church Council

Thanks to the Dunkels for faithfully
delivering the items to the Good
Samaritan Food Pantry.

Thank you to the Counters who count the
offering each week and deliver it to the
bank.

REMEMBER THE GROCERY CART IN
THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY. FILL
IT UP AND SUPPORT THOSE LESS
FORTUNATE. During Christmas break

at school the demand will be especially
high.

CONTRIBUTION SUMMARY -
Weekly Offerings — November 2025
Operating - $ 12,270.00
Disaster Relief - $ 20.00
Harvestfest - $ 833.25

VANCO - October 2025
Operating - $1,411.10
Sanctuary - $ 20.00

FAITHFUL READERS

The book club will meet in the OSL
church library at 2 pm on December 18 to
discuss Christmas in Bethel by Richard Paul
Evans. We welcome you to join us for
discussion and fellowship.

We will soon have a new list of books to
read for 2026. Suggestions are always welcome.
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